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ACTIVE TRAVELLER

Tracking a prowling
leapard deep in its
African heartland

create their stunning photog
their tips for the perfe ct
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B4 | FOOD & THAVEL

PLANNING YOUR TRIP
Transfers to and from the airport will most likely he made by
light aireralt, though these can really bump up the cost. Ask to see
a breakdown and work ot whether you want to pay the extra,
Some safari operators might offer the option of road transfers Lo
reach camp, This 15 a better option for those on a lighter budget but
will take considerably longer. The Cessna Grand Carvan is the
saliiri workhorse of the =kies though vou will be limited to 153k
Tuggage in a soft bag. We are often asked how we manage to get our
aver-100kg on and off planes, The answer is simple: we purchase
a freight seat. IFvou have excess luggage, mﬁﬂder-:l.uihgth_-: AT,
Photography-wise we look for vehicles with open sides annel
few uprights to block shols. The most comfortable vehicles we
have used to date were at Londolozi in South Africa, They feature
three tiered rows of three comfortable bucket seats with no
uprights to get in the way, although they do not have a canopy,
which can be gruelling un hot, sunny days.

Large lenses require stabilisation, so while a Wimberley head

mounted onavehicle is ideal, sand bags on the roof or window ledge
are good alternatives too, On a number ofoecasions we have had our
uide lash a pole to the uprights along the side of a vehicle to rest
cameras on while shooting. Guides have also removed seats to f‘r-:c
up space and replaced side gliss windows with roll-up plastic,
A word of warning: avoid mini vans at all costs, They are found
mainly in the Mara and. although cheap, they are uneomifortable,
et bogged down often, and are hopeless for phaotography.

Communication on safard is a haphagard affair. Some camps have
wi-fl. most do not. Semetines there is phone coverage in the tenl,
other limes the camp sl will have to direet you e a specific spot
where vou might get a signal, To avoid exorbitant data roaming and
phone call charges, pick up a local SIA card (sometimes we buy
cards from bwo different earriens for better coverage). But forget
posting photos on Facebook from the feld: it is rarely possible.

Make sure vou bring plenty of cash for tipping. Guides normally
receive £7pp a day. a driver £:3 and general camp stalt will share an
extra £3, which can be deposited in a tip box,

A medical kit is 2 must, although many travel agents and operators
donot raise the issue - perhaps because it adds o the cost of a safari
of in case il spooks a nervous traveller. However, you would be
miad not o bring a range of medications as it is near impossible
to gt your hands on any when oul in the bush,

‘The best way to shoot

low angles safely is to use

a hide. At Mashatu lodge,
Botswana, a sea container
has been buried near a water
hole. Instead of searching for
animals, they come to you

= much more comfortable.
Always ask if a reserve is

in the vicinity of a hide, or if
you can get access to one’

BEHIND THE LENS

Phatography is the main draw for us - Tonya and 1 have toured six
Afrlcan nations, staved in more than 34 camps and shot in excess of
a quarter of a million photographs, We found the best cameras are
a Canon 200-400mm fens onomy 10X and a 70-200mm on one
a J17 Mark 3. Bul even if you arce not as mad on taking pictures as
we are - or in possession of professional kit - vou will still want to
caplure the best possible images of the wildlife,

1F you are heading to Africa for the photography, ask vour agent
or camp manager if there will be a specialist photography guide
available well in advanee. Such a guide will know where b position
the vehicle for the best lighting will suggest different angles, and
sometimes offer Lo shoot using vour spare camera i he does not
hawe his own, giving you some bonus shots,

At the start of cach day, before we head out of camp, we reset all
cameras and Lake a Lest shob, 11 is not uncommon to come across
something worth pholographing minutes from camp, and nothing is
mare frustrating than having to swap lenses or change half-a-dozen
settings betore vou can starl shooling, We also reset our cameras o
something neutral following cach sighting, eg 150 300 and (/5.

The: best way to shoot low angles safely is to use a hide, Al
Mashatu lodge, Botswana, @ sea container hag been burled near
a waker hole. dnstead of scarching for animals, they come to vou
- a much more comfortable way to shoot. Alwavs ask ifa reserve is
inn the vicinity of a hide, or IFyou can gel secess o one,

The chances are that you will cncounter plenty of dust on safari,
which is not good for your equipment. Use the Magosai Shuku picnic
Blankets to cover your gear while in transit, and regulady clean your
camerst’s sensor throughout the day by tuening it on and of

Exery photographicr is looking for Uhe sharpest images: while you
probably use the shutter button to focus, T would urge you to change
Lo “rear-hutton focus®. [t s a simple change on most cameras in the
settings and once vou start using vour right thumb on the AF-On
button (for Canon and Nikon cameras), vou will never go back.

It is vital Lo syne cameras o the local time, down to the second,
anel it good Lo carey more high-speed nemory cards than you ane
likely to use Low. Set vour camera Lo shoot to the CF card. Shooting
toan 81 ean eosl you shots when shooting in bgh-specd mode. Be
sure Lo abel your cards too, At the end of cach day, take a1l the cands
oul of the cameras and downlomd toa laptop, Ensure that each card
is put hack into the correct camera.
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