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OUT OF AFRICA

An Aussie couple has made an art of seeing eve-to-eye with the native wildlife of Africa, writes Gillian Cumming

WHEN YOU'RE NEXT
TO LIONS, AND
YOU'RE VERY CLOSE

TO ELEPHANTS
MAJOR AND
AMAZING ANIMALS
-IT'S LIKE NOTHING
ELSE.IT'S BETTER
THAN SHOPPING!

KV TLLMAN

at's it like
o pet up
close  and
uncomfort
able with a
lion, or A
tiger, a hippo or a hyena!
Kymand Tonva lllman know
hut instead of shivering in their
safart boots, they're as cool as ou-
cumbers as they work with hi-
tech  photographic  gadpetry
mitent on capbunng the best-ever
close-ups of Africas majestic
wilchlife.
The resilts are breathtaking
as their exquisite coffe
bk, Africa on Safar, rey
Lion cubs stare ingu
mto the camera lens at eve be
and direcily at vou - with every
whisker on their furry [aces crisp
and countahle
The half-human, half-ape
worldly stare of a gorilla - genthe
creatures  whose numbers ane
starting toclimb again in the wild
scarmsl torsos ol brutish buf-
falo who battle the wild An -
ephant'’s evelashes. Or the snarls
and groavls that are the norm of
kicns mating - Gangs bansl, teeth
like japped pinnaches.
Mhe images are remarkable
and just as remarkable is how
the [llmans found themselves to-
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tally absorbed by their penchant
for wildlife '|'.l|'|-:.1h'||.'.!|.‘:'|1'.|h".' a Ris-
sion thal now sees them divide
their time between running an
audio prodduction busimess from
their home base of Perth in
Western Australia and travelling
the vast Afmcan continent for
theee months every VAL Ol ad-
venture holiday.

It all hegan aboul 20 yvears
ago when Tonva lllman, sick of
her hushand'’s refusal to join her
on 3 safari, ssmply went ahead
and booked fMights for a family
holickay with their two sons o
Adfrica

"l didnt think I'd enjoy "
Kym says of his many vears of
unwillingness to jom Tonya on
satary “It didn’t seem like me,”

Cn that first trip, on their first
evening  in Mairobi  Mational
Park, lhl.":. camie geross a pride of
lions lang on the road. Camer
as grabbed, the couple started
clicking away, Suddenly, says
Kom, “1 was hooked on safans”™,

He'd packed a couple of wild-
life books for that first trip and
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soon wis taken with the idea of
capturing the perfect phato-
graph.

The Mimans quickly realised
that what they loved to capbure
micst in ther pholographs was a
connection between their sub-
ject and the lens - drawing the
viewer into the sconery and Ve
to eve with the animals

While most wildlife phi-
tography s from the anghe of
looking down from the top of a
vehicle, the [llmans have be-
come expert at capturing inti-
mate  perspectives  that  tell
stories about The wild

Thiey use a range of photogra
phy equipmicnt and techmgues,
including drones and remote-
controlled camera buggies, o gel
the best shots. They 've even bar-
ied their cameras in dung, if that
i5 wihat it takes

“We liked the fact that there's
something to do all the time,”
say Baym, admits theres
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“It's a full day - up at dawn
and out to about lam then back
to camip for lunch, a rest. then
out again for another four hours.
It's really a total immersion in
that experience

“When vou're next to lions,
and vou're very close to ele
phants — major and amazng ani-
mals — it's like nothing else. It's
better than shopping!”

The couple has also become
adept at shooting marvelloos,
breathtaking panoramas - of el-
ephants herding at a waterhole
ofF an elegant e of giealles me-
andering across an open plain in
Kinva

And after that first trip to Afl-
rica 20 years ago, what did Kym
lllman do s seon as he golb
homee?

“Ax goon a5 we landed back
home | was straight back on to
researching other camps and
arcas” Kym says.

They retumed to Afnica eight
weeeks laler . and 20 vears and 13
safaris on, the love affair contin-
UEs

AS SOON AS WE LANDED BACK
HOME I WAS STRAIGHT BACK
ON TO RESEARCHING OTHER

CAMPS AND AREAS
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